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Wetlands of Omihachiman

The wetlands of Omihachiman are a protected area of 354 hectares between Lake Biwa and the
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and villages. These wetlands have developed over centuries as humans created waterways for TR LYY Y LBERA D5 NG %) F ':E 4 %é AN K8 L 2
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erosion, and providing a habitat for waterfowl and fish. “ 3 et Iz i 5 = 3 = j; ¥ B 0 < A » 28 Y T B
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people’ s everyday life. The wetlands of Omihachiman have been : 3" &') g U* A NS + » 9 C ,IJ & K ch i T OI)S x ,IJ NS T 1 #+t
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Wetland Boat Tours %if/]\%%;%@?é‘ﬁ@%fzx%i:f:;‘EE!E&XTU17“-%§ |
The wetlands of Omihachiman include an intricate network of waterways that wind through 13 :}§ g é R P E {]\ 2 #H ?E Y ¢ N3 v 9 L ‘/ ¥ + 5 —_31’7 2
marshes and reedbeds to link the town with Lake Biwa. A leisurely boat tour is the best way to 2 Lj B v ) lft ZJ\ A5 AL ,“E: X 'E:]; =Y 0 Z ? £ ]l\ )P % )WP«Z A —
appreciate this distinctive landscape. While listening to the sound of the wind in the reeds, 5 (\i) 73\ A FJ 5 411210 % ﬁ j:, e ]| 7 >£ 5 Lgé ) 7 l{ Z, 7]‘3 1) EE
passengers will spot numerous wild birds including egrets, little grebes, and reed warblers. AR ﬁf £ A m % L L K 7/(-5\ ) . i s D ELE' <+ € ?3?7 A
Four companies offer wetland boat tours —two using rowboats and two using motorboats. Boats d? 7? B 7 z) < E L R 7’:_0 A\ § % m ;; fB'\ A EE 5 1 H EE D e VA JE\
depart at fixed times, and boats may also be chartered with advance T Al O F 7 T 6 & 2 3 REFME N R DIZT )/

notice. The latter option is more economical for groups. For an
additional fee, all companies offer the option of an onboard meal:
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Old Hachiman Post Office }137\3 Y st H °®%7?2®7—k5%& Do T HEzy
. 3 > > N\
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Vories (1880-1964), an American-born architect, missionary, and businessman who lived and N (5 = 2> é\ vy 3 D if— o 1 ¥ G il
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worked in Omihachiman for the greater part of his life. Vories’ s design is an eclectic blend of s LN A % D by L Y 2 2 A M B E A : oy bR 32 ° P E
Spanish colonial and Japanese styles, a combination the architect would employ frequently in his Bf ¥ 8 K 1 Az e D < ) H 3 X C 7= g 8y g % N EX 1 D
later works. The building was used as a post office until 1961 but fell into disrepair for several P D 1 zg RN B 10 W #:L A U A% D pENE S B T (i\
decades before an intervention by local nonprofit organization Hitotsubu no Kai, established in ’f B 3 £ ;)] ‘s 1= Y N B L & < 3?42 h © ¢
1997 and dedicated to the structure’ s revitalization. X AR B & ;‘ - (¢ X % RN
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